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Sunday 5 October 2008

Day Eleven

Visions of a vintage in the making

On this day of the Lord, an insolent sun mocks the 5°C (41°F), which froze us this morning and almost made us forget the fatigue which creeps into every muscle and leaves rings under the eyes. But the energy of youth swept away the trials of the elements and work was underway by 8am in the winery.

At last a nascent wine in a glass – our brunette intern, Diane, was excited to show off the intense raspberry color of the first juice of the Bourgogne Les Crotots which is just beginning to fizz. The density of 1070 is good. We must take care to preserve the fruit, which is already delicious.

Nearby, Maurice and Jean-Charles were struggling to push in the first cap of the vat, which bears the number 21 written in Côte de Beaune chalk. A third of the grapes were not destalked, which makes the task all the harder, but they are strong chaps. On the girls’ team, Patricia and Stéphanie between them had to process 10 small crates of Musigny this morning and launched into the task with good humor. Our cellar man Jean-Luc, who disappeared yesterday to indulge his other passion and write a sports report, this morning put 450 liters of Clos Blanc into barrels from the local Rousseau cooperage, which will add polish the wine.

On this pleasant Sunday, also St Fleur’s day, the faithful servants of a multiple god share the same gentle-paced and patient work; that of creating this new vintage. This has meant harvesting only the best, which didn’t give itself up easily, but rather had to be worked for.

It requires cutting with secateurs, drawing deep in one’s soul, one’s very essence, and then a lot of patience once in the vat. The ageing in the cellar is another long process, before one can finally reveal it to the world, much, much later. That is at least one year away for the whites, which seem to contain an infinitesimal pinch of genius, the golden twinkle of a generous reflection, or perhaps mirages seen from afar.

And for the reds, which are just starting to fizz, it seem much too early to guess at their destiny, but when you look through the glass, it seems you can detect in this 2008 a change, as if a strong character already exists in there.

The little Pinot Noir, which has battled against its worst enemies of cold and rain, put up a good fight with the only weapons available – drawing deep on its roots to find the mystic forces of the terroir which will one day, much later, will be recalled in the glass after its long and careful transformation into wine. It will have to show a willing personality, and demonstrate just how noble this cépage is, and its lineage will triumph over the hostility of nature. Above all, it will be Burgundy – straight and pure, powerful without aggressiveness and with all the intelligence of its birthright.

Those responsible for making it into wine – with rigor, and intransigence even – will help it transcend its suffering. It didn’t see much sun, so it will have to reach for the light. But from suffering comes greatness and from pain comes wisdom – we were inspired by Chinese philosophy this morning!

It is about an idealistic vision, or rather a foresight born of Pierre’s Zen-like calm and communicative serenity. Between two jobs, he still finds the time to sell some wine, and he remains optimistic, concentrated, calm and serine about this vintage.
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