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Saturday 4 October 2008

Day Ten

The Côte de Nuits

Cold and foggy. Daybreak was met with dull weather, but as long as it’s not raining, that’s fine, because the grape-picker, just like the Pinot Noir, is above all allergic to wet weather.
These last few days will now be spent on the Côte de Nuits where one third of our vines are to be found. The team has been cut to about 30 people and was split in two. One half spent the morning harvesting grapes in our top-of-the-range vines at Musigny. We have just two lots of six rows, on the slopes overlooking Vougeot, which will provide two-and-a-half pièces, maybe even less this year. Half has now been harvested with the arrival of 16 crates at 10.15am at the Domaine, carefully packed in the back of a small truck driven by the jovial Christophe. The circle of patient sorters had already formed, separating out each grape since dawn in a religious silence. They scarcely acknowledged the arrival of these new crates, which kept them busy all day in a cheerful redemption.

The other team harvested the Clos Blanc in the central N°3 plot until 11am. Then the morning continued some 10km north at Gevrey-Chambertin, our second “specialty” after Vougeot. Today we made our first inroads there with the plot called Murot, on the lower section. 

Today was, exceptionally, spent entirely in the vines, for two reasons. The midday meal could not be served in the usual “canteen” in the Agencourt’s family house, and also we wanted to make the most of the fine weather, so the workers were fuelled by ample sandwiches washed down with a few decent bottles.

The afternoon was spent in the attractive vineyards of Gevrey-Chambertin with the Galand plot. This is an old vine and it provided a nice surprise because thanks to the elimination of some bunches mid-season, it hasn’t suffered from the dampness of its location and produced bunches with good millerandage. Happily, the sun chased away the morning clouds and beamed triumphantly down from a blue sky dotted with puffy cumulus. But in the middle of the afternoon, the weather began to look threatening as a storm brewed. In Vougeot, there was even hail in the downpour that was as unexpected as it was violent, bringing the pickers’ day to a premature halt.
In the winery, three staff had the day off and Patricia, our winemaker’s young wife, came in to lend a hand on the sorting table. It took all morning to process the 220 crates which will make two pressings of Clos Blanc. The pressing itself takes two hours, but it takes an hour-and-half to fill the press, and then another half-hour is needed to hand clean the press once the last drop of juice has been extracted. The whole cycle then takes four hours, which means we can’t do more than three presses in a day, especially since we press very gently. The aim is not to squash in as many bunches as possible, but on the contrary, to leave some space so the stalks and the pips aerate the marc and help to alleviate the crushing of the berries. The first juice is always the clearest, this time spectacularly so. Pierre added to it a little fine lees which will bring structure. Juice that is too pure can result in a wine that is too thin, so a good eye is required.
Today began a new stage in the vinification, the first pigeages, or pushing in of the caps for the three vats in fermentation using the pigeou, a long stick. With this volume of matter, the caps could well become very thick and no doubt we’ll have to use legs later on.

At 6pm, a silent red hot-air balloon flew high over the Côte. The low sun stretched its golden shadows over the glowing vineyards in this ephemeral Indian summer. The sky was streaked with flaming marble, like a baptism of fire over the Côte d'Or. Tomorrow will come the Sunday rest for the pickers, while a handful of the faithful will celebrate a pagan mass in the winery.
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