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Friday 7 September 2007

Fifth day
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Opening of the rugby world cup…
A day of stiff wind, of sun, and… once again… of sorting!

In the Côte de Beaune, it’s back to the plot of Beaune Clos du Roi where the team today are gathering the last of some very nice bunches. The pickers then moved on to reinforce the team on the Côte de Nuits where they are finishing off Les Bollery, then a few hundred yards away in Vougeot, the plot les Crotots. These grapes will go into the cuvée Bourgogne Terres de Famille, in the proportions one-third Côte de Nuits, two-thirds Côte de Beaune, which corresponds to the distribution of the vineyards of la Vougeraie. This wine, the first in the domaine’s range, illustrates the attention to quality given to each of them: for us, there’s no such thing as a “small” wine!
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The pickers will end their day above Premeaux, a stone’s throw from the winery, a fairly steep vineyard at the southern extremity of the appellation Nuits-Saint-Georges, Les Corvées Pagets. This attractive clos joined the domaine in 1982, first as part of the domaine Charles Viénot before that was integrated into la Vougeraie.

Meanwhile, the Côte de Nuits team is concentrating on Gevrey-Chambertin, our other beloved village whose vines make up the historic heart of the domaine. Activity centers on lower Gevrey-Chambertin in the large plot called La Justice where, following the tradition, we separate the part on gravel and the part on earth. The maturity of the grapes here differs significantly according to the nature of the soil. What’s more, a hailstorm after the véraison did quite a bit of damage, which means once again we will have to do some rigorous sorting. The two cuvées will be vinified and aged separately, and it’s only once this long stage is complete that we will decide whether to marry the two. We are careful to preserve the divinely smooth characteristic of this wine to do it justice…

In the winery, not much has changed. Pierre has decided to widen the holes in the grill on the vibrating table to eliminate more rotten grapes and facilitate the task for the twelve apostles of sorting.
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Each of them – particularly the men – will have a fond memory of the visit yesterday of nine Estonians, among them some lovely ladies, who, like a visit by the Russians the day before, brought an esthetic and entertaining note to these otherwise fraught days. These numerous visits are the occasion for clients to taste the effervescent atmosphere of the harvests for a few hours, and it makes for a fair bit of traffic coming through. One reputed French sommelier came to take the pulse of this year’s vintage at source and took the opportunity to taste the exquisite 2006 from the cellar.
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The vats are slowly filling up; the first fermentations shouldn’t be long in starting. We see the levels rising every day. Here and there little green stalks which escaped the claws of the destalking machine allow some natural aeration of this mass of what looks like grains of caviar, and add a small but welcome supplement of tannin. 

But today there is a certain impatience in the air and the work rate is even more intense, if that’s possible. For tonight, it’s the opening match of the rugby world cup and the gentlemen especially want to be in front of the television by 9pm, whatever happens. The boss, who knew from the start this would be the case, just has to give in. Rugby rules this year! 

So at 5.30pm the last of the crates were admitted. Those which arrive later will for once spend the night outside. It’s time to start on the long and thorough evening clean up, a well-rehearsed daily routine. At 8pm, everything is gleaming, water has seen off the last traces of grape residue, Pierre gives the OK to leave. Who’s going to win? All hopes are on France!
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Domaine  de  La  Vougeraie  -  Rue de  L’Eglise  -  21700  Premeaux-Prissey
Tel : 03.80.62.48.25  -  Fax : 03.80.61.25.44 - www.domainedelavougeraie.com
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